Pass It On Center
National Assistive Technology Device Reutilization

Coordination and Technical Assistance Center

www.PassItOnCenter.org
Behind every reused

Assistive Technology device,

there is a story to be told,

a dream being realized,

a goal being met.

What is Assistive Technology (AT)?

Any item, piece of equipment, product system, whether acquired commercially, modified, or customized, that is used to increase, maintain, or improve functional capabilities of individuals with disabilities.

What is AT Reuse?

Exchange: Connects users to directly exchange AT, similar to eBay or classified ads.
Reassign/Redistribute: Accepts AT for sanitization, identifies appropriate users, and matches to new consumer.

Refurbish: Similar to reassignment, but in addition the program restores AT to its original configuration, which may include repairing and replacing parts.

Remanufacture: To strip and rebuild AT to a specification other than its original. (Not recommended for AT Reuse Programs because of potential liability issues.)

Recycle: End-of-life breakdown of AT for disposal and/or reuse in refurbishing and remanufacturing.

Our Mission

The Pass It On Center will foster improvements in AT reuse practices and network among AT Reuse programs by:

• Creating a national network to help current and emerging reuse programs share information to improve their services.

• Providing technical assistance and support to current and emerging programs by conducting site visits, teleconferences and monthly webinars.

• Forging relationships and working with AT vendors and manufacturers to identify areas of mutual concern and collaboration by having a presence at national AT conferences.

• Identifying successful practices and quality indicators of AT reuse programs and promoting their use through an online knowledge base and program assessment tool.

• Exploring collaboration with public and private organizations that are interested in effectively reutilizing AT they purchase.

• Promoting public awareness of the economic and environmental benefits of AT reuse.

Who Benefits from AT Reuse?

• Individuals with disabilities who cannot afford or who do not qualify for AT through insurance or other benefits.

• Vendors who could not otherwise serve individuals without the resources to pay for certain types of AT.

• Donors who need a good place for AT they or their family member no longer need.

• Organizations that pay for AT and need to stretch resources available for such purchases.

• The environment - by keeping waste and hazardous materials out of landfills.

The Pass It On Center is creating national and state resources to foster the appropriate reuse of AT so that persons with disabilities can get the affordable AT

they need in order to live, learn, work and play more independently.

Contact Us

If you wish to join our National Network of AT Reuse Partners, or just need more information, contact the Pass It On Center at:

(Main) 1-800-497-8665 www.passitoncenter.org

(TTY) 1-866-373-7778 info@passitoncenter.org

(FAX) 404-486-0218

DISCLAIMER

This work is supported under a five-year cooperative agreement # H235V060016 awarded by the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services, and is administered by the Pass It On Center of the Georgia Department of Labor – Tools for Life. However, the contents of this publication do not necessarily represent the policy or opinions of the Department of Education, or the Georgia Department of Labor, and you should not assume endorsements of this document by the Federal government or the Georgia Department of Labor.
