Working with Vocational Rehabilitation Programs – Roundtable Notes

What progress and challenges does your program have with respect to working with VR Programs?  

Challenges:

1. Many not working with VR programs and don’t know how to collaborate 

2. Access to VR counselors - Rural Locations (distance)/Hiring Freeze

3. High percentage of persons using AT for community living vs. employment.  Programs would need to find to ding AT users using devices for employment that are VR clients 

Progress: 

1. Some groups have had progress 

a. Educating between reuse/VR

b. Providing equipment to VR clients 

c. Information that equipment is available from/to VR program clients 

What questions or technical assistance needs do you have with respect to working with VR Programs?

1. What type of equipment VR programs are purchasing for participants/clients? 
2. What reuse programs are collaborating with VR Programs?

What are your top few recommendations?
1. List equipment being purchased (examples) by VR programs, so reuse programs know the AT equipment needs of their consumers.  
2. Identify reuse programs working collaboratively with VR programs that do not have collaborative partnerships in place.  

