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Nickolas’ Story













Nickolas is a 13 year-old boy who has multiple disabilities that impact, among other things, his ability to walk. He had been using a walker to assist him in ambulating, but recent medical complications have made the use of a wheelchair necessary.

His school began the process of applying for funding nearly a year ago, and a manual chair was selected. It was hoped that he would be able to get a power chair, so that he could navigate his new middle school and home. Unfortunately, his family was informed that he could not have a power chair unless he could demonstrate that he could use one. The fact that he couldn’t demonstrate competence without access to a power chair was an obstacle to his mobility independence.
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As an Assistive Technology Professional (ATP) in Vermont, I was familiar with the website www.getATstuff.com as a resource for a range of Assistive Technology and durable medical equipment.

With the knowledge that Nick and his family would be moving to Massachusetts in early June, I offered to see if we might locate some equipment that he could use in his new house.

Imagine my surprise when I found the listing for a Quickie power wheelchair for free! Through email correspondence with the chair’s owner, I learned that her son had outgrown the chair and gotten a new one. She wanted the chair to go to someone who could use it. After obtaining details about the chair we arranged to pick it up and found a high-end chair.
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After charging it up, we brought it inside
 and put Nick into it. After a look around,
 he reached out and I helped him put his hand on the joystick. With a little help, his proud parents and other family members looking on, Nick navigated the chair down the hall to the Jacuzzi (his favorite!).

This was the first time in more than thirteen years that Nick had been able to go where he wanted and under his own power. For the rest of my visit, I didn’t see him rely on anyone else for mobility. He used that chair to go everywhere.
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Nick is back at school and working on independently navigating the halls for longer distances. He has tricked out his chair with cool teen-age trinkets and is seen as just one of the kids. He has been accepted as part of his middle school’s community. When he outgrows this chair, his family plans to pay forward the gift of independence and dignity to someone else.  M. N.

This story is provided by one of our Vermont Assistive Technology Professionals. Her nephew and family reside in Massachusetts. The search for the chair began in VT. It was found in MA, where it now serves Nicholas and his family.  The reuse of AT has unlimited potential to enhance the quality of life for individuals and families. Through the generosity and networking of people with and without disabilities, this resource (GAS) continues to evolve and enrich the caliber of people’s lives. See Jim’s story to come.

PAGE  
Path to Nickolas’ Story: 
I Drive/Programs & Services/Reutilization/Manual/
GAS  Stories/Nickolas Story 8-6-09

Last Modified: 8-27-09


